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On Sunday, December 9th, the Sherman County His-

torical Museum opened it doors for a day this winter 

inviting Susan Buce to give a presentation on the His-

tory of the Columbia Gorge Air Mail Beacons.  Susan 

has a family connection to the beacons of the gorge 

and a few years ago was asked to give a presentation 

regarding the Mail Beacons located in the Columbia 

Gorge, and Susan began her re-

search. The beacons stretch across 

the United States and along with 

the towers being built large con-

crete arrows were also positioned 

on the ground to give a visual in-

dictor for navigation airplane pilots flying overhead 

along specified airway corridors.  Being able to deliv-

er mail from coast to coast in a reliable manner is an 

interesting story and the building and maintenance of 

the beacon towers around the gorge is what brought 

Susan’s family to this area. An airway beacon was a 

rotating light assembly mounted atop a tower. These 

were once used extensively in the United States until 

the mid 1940’s for visual naviga-

tion by airplane pilots along 

specified airway corridors. Ap-

proximately 1,500 airway bea-

cons were constructed to guide 

pilots from city to city, covering 

18,000 miles and today most of 

the beacons are gone.  Thank 

you Susan for sharing such an 

interesting story and great local 

history! 

History of the Columbia Gorge 

Air Mail Beacons 

The 50th Anniversary for the John Day Lock and 

Dam was celebrated on September 20, 2018. Con-

struction of the John Day Dam began in 1958, a ded-

ication of the dam was celebrated in 1968. The John 

Day Lock has a lift 110 feet and the dam project was 

completed in 1971. The John Day Dam is at the head 

of Lake Celilo, the reservoir behind The Dalles Dam, 

located 25 miles downstream. The reservoir behind 

the John Day Dam is known as Lake Umatilla. The 

John Day Dam consists of a navigation lock, spill-

way, powerhouse and fish-passage facilities on both 

shores. The dam underwent a major repair to the up-

per lock gate in 2010, as documented in the National 

Geographic Channel program "World's Toughest 

Fixes".  Part of the museum’s 2018 SC Fair display 

was on the years of construction of the dam and 

locks. Thank you to John Shafer, and Kevin Moyna-

han, Operations Project Manager for being at our 

display and answering questions and talking about 

our local dam! 

John Day Lock & Dam 

50 Years 



WINTER  2018                              THE PLOW                                                               2  

Wasco Electric Cooperative 

Economic & Community 

Development Grant 

Thank you Wasco Electric Cooperative for the  

$1000 grant awarded to the Sherman County His-

torical Museum in 2018.  This upcoming spring we 

will be using these funds to do maintenance and 

upgrades along with repainting our red foot bridge. 

The covered bridge gives access from the Moro 

City Park and parking area to the Sherman County 

Historical Museum and Senior Center.  This bridge 

is used by visitors to the museum and the communi-

ty year around.  We would also like to collect addi-

tional funds to have a new Welcome sign to pro-

mote the entrance to the museum and add a new and 

friendly eye catching way to encourage people to 

cross the bridge to the Sherman County Visitors 

Center and Museum. We are required to have this  

project completed by July of 2019.   Thanks again 

Wasco Electric Cooperative for your support! 

2018 Featured Local 

Sherman County Artists 

Thank you to all artist that shared their talents 

and were on display at the SCHM 
 

MAY 

Sherman Elementary Students 
 

JUNE 

Sherman County Photo Club 
 

JULY 

Linda Krafsic, Baby Quilts 
 

AUGUST 

Abbey Phelps, Knitting & Fiber Arts 
 

SEPTEMBER 

50th Anniversary of  

The John Day Lock & Dam 
 

OCTOBER 

Lowell Smith, Photography 

Saturday, December 1st, was the Annual Museum Store Christmas 

Sale and Open House.  It was a great day of shopping and holiday 

cheer with people buying for special ones on their list or maybe for 

themselves!  At the store you can get the Melissa & Doug classic 

toys and puzzles, beautiful kitchen flower sack towels and popular 

goat’s milk lotions that everyone loves! There is also the Sherman 

County picture books for sale, SCHM history calendars and local 

authors books and much more! Thank you to everyone that 

shopped at the Museum Store this year we appreciate your support! 
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2018 was a great year to visit the museum!  Besides having a record     

number of school group visits, we also had other groups tour the museum. 

The local chapter of PEO from The Dalles toured the museum and we 

were happy to show them our From this Day Forward: A Wedding       

Exhibit! We also had family members come see the Wedding Exhibit and 

items they had donated to the museum. Thank you again for sharing such 

special family treasures with us!  In October the group, Museums of the 

Gorge came to the museum and Director Patti Fields hosted the quarterly 

meeting.  It is always fun to show the museum to those that come in for the first time and tell them about      

Sherman County.  We also had groups from other museum visit the museum, Morrow County Historical  

Society and the Carousal Museum from Bickleton, WA.  Like us they enjoy the behind the scenes tour and 

to talk shop about what is going on in the museum world. The Sherman County Photo Club also came to the      

museum to do a photo shoot taking portrait photos with some local community members.  If your group, 

family or club needs a place to visit I hope you will consider coming and visiting us!  We take off-season 

appointments for visitors. 

Who was visiting the Sherman County Historical Museum? 
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Look for us in The Dalles 
Downtown Store Front Exhibit 

“old JCPenney Building” 

Our Museum Team, Lowell Smith, Sheri Carlson,   

Nancy Fields & Sharon Spencer put together a great  

exhibit in the store front windows in downtown The 

Dalles in what use to be the J.C.Penney Store on 2nd 

Street.  It was hot and it was work but like always they 

made it fun and a great way to allow people passing by 

to get a small glimpse of what our historical museum 

has to offer! Thank you volunteers for your efforts and 

your time to promote our SCHM in a new place and a 

new way! 

The Sherman County Historical Museum contin-

ues to reach out to old and new visitors to stop 

and take a walk on the rural side at our local mu-

seum.  Look for us in the 2019 Eastern Oregon 

Visitors Guide, on Veteran’sView.com, Journey 

Through Time Trail and see our brochures at all 

Welcome Centers in Oregon, all along the gorge 

plus many places in between. Thank you to    

everyone that visited us this 2018 season!  We 

had just over 2,000 visitors and about 100 visitors 

from all around the world.  2019 will be another 

exciting year with a new exhibit and even more 

groups coming to the museum for tours.  We can 

use more volunteers for school and other groups 

along with hosts to greet visitors throughout the 

2019 season!  Watch for meetings in the spring or 

call us at 541-565-3232. Thank you to all our 

members and your 

continued support to 

bring in people to 

share your Sherman 

County heritage at 

your museum!  As  

always we are proud to 

share our SC history.   

Marketing the Museum 



SAVE THE DATE! 

The Second Annual Sherman County Cemetery 

Get Together will be on February 6, 2019, at the 

Sherman County Historical Museum in Moro.  

Save the date and information will be sent soon! 

In 2018, the volunteer team took on a challenge of making a temporary exhibit at the museum with items 

from archives in storage.  Some items were newly donated, some had been in the museum and some were  

from community members and on display with an agreement of a fixed time period.  From this Day For-

ward: A Wedding Exhibit was so well received that we are creating another new exhibit in 2019.  Most of 

the Sherman County Historical Museum’s collection is on already on display in the museum but of course 

treasures still remain in storage since it is impossible to have everything on display at once!  After doing 

some work in the textiles room at the museum, our group decided the hats and handkerchiefs would be great 

items to share with visitors and be the theme of the new exhibit.  These are somewhat common items of the 

past but today women’s hats and handkerchiefs are not nearly as common.  If you have any stories that    

relate directly to Sherman County and hats, handkerchiefs or handbags please share them with us as we   

create this exhibit for 2019!  The museum will also be bringing some other types of displays to the museum 

to have on display and share with our community in the future.  Watch for information for the preview event 

and opening of this exhibit on Sunday, April 28th before the May 1st museum opening for the 2019 season. 

Party to Celebrate  

Volunteers 
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Director Patti Fields and volunteers Lowell Smith 

and Nancy Fields attended the Oregon Museum 

Association Conference on September 9th-11th in 

Hood River, Oregon. The Hood River History  

Museum was the host for this event and like every 

year, this event was a great opportunity for the 

people of the museum community to get together 

to learn and share.  This year having multiple   

people from the SCHM attend the conference we 

were able to have someone present at almost all of 

the sessions being offered.  It is always such an 

inspiration to meet people from around the North-

west while attending this conference and one we 

never miss.  Every year we bring back new ideas 

and a zest to try something new! Next year the 

OMA Conference will be in John Day, Oregon. 

2019 Exhibit: Hats • Handkerchiefs • Handbags  

Hooray for all of the wonderful volunteers that 

keep the doors to our Sherman County Historical 

Museum open!  Wednesday, November 7th was a 

day to celebrate YOU, the volunteer, with a soup 

luncheon and short program to say thank you for 

such a great year of keeping our museum open.  

You have shared our SC story with our visitors, 

hosted many hours, contributed to our exhibits, 

done genealogy work, cleaned, sold merchandise, 

worked on the computer, & cared for our            

collections!  A special thank you to the exceptional 

effort of Gladys Wesley and her volunteer time 

given to the museum this 2018 season. 

If you do not host at the museum please consider 

trying it and seeing if you like it! We are very short 

on volunteers for a number of important positions 

for the Sherman County Historical Society.  We 

need additional Board of Trustees positions filled, 

we continue to ask for editors for publications, an 

event coordinator, person to help with school group 

visits and other positions.  Please call 

us if you have an interest in             

volunteering.  Thank you so very 

much! 

Oregon Museums 

Association Conference 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=55-pLtHLllQILM&tbnid=6B0K0H-XxUJZGM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.horseclipart.com%2Fhorse_clipart_images%2Fhorseshoe_coloring_page_0521-1011-0323-3718.html&ei=vHWO
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2018 is a year we shall not soon forget. Approximately 

53,000 acres burned in SC and many alerts and evacua-

tions were issued across the county.  With extremely 

dry conditions, tremendous winds and the fuel from 

grass and record wheat crops, a formula for disaster was 

created.  From June until October of 2018, Sherman 

County was on high alert with fire danger from border 

to border and also in neighboring counties.   

Here at the Museum we have policies and protocols for 

emergencies and disasters but as the town and         

community was issued a  Level 3 Evacuation via the          

Everbridge Notification System (I recommend signing 

up if you are not already) it became clear that this situation was unique and different. I am happy to say the 

Sherman County Historical Museum was never in direct harms way and with a metal roof and stucco walls 

and well managed grounds around the building, we were in good shape concerning those types of            

preventative measures.  But when you are potentially in the line of fire you leave when they tell you.  Just 

like when you must leave your home in a fire storm situation you become forced to be selective as to what 

will be taken and it is no different at museums. After the fires all passed our neighbor, Maryhill Museum, 

from across the Columbia River in Washington State, shared how they dealt with the danger of wildfires 

and were a good  resource for us as we review and update wildfire protocol for our local museum. In case 

you were wondering here at the SCHM  we currently have off site computer backups, a large portion of our  

photo collection digitized and saved offsite, we have a Knox-Box to be mounted on our building and  access 

for our emergency services for starters. Our Emergency/Disaster Plan is being reviewed and updated and I 

strongly urge everyone to do the same for their home and business. No one ever regrets being prepared! One 

of the concerns here at the museum was regarding our Sherman County newspapers. We currently have 

some issues of newspapers on microfilm and copies offsite. Unfortunately, there are still many issues of 

newspapers that are not duplicated and no copy is offsite. This makes those papers and all their content   

vulnerable for a loss but the museum has a plan. The museum is actively gathering digitization information 

and seeking grants on getting ALL issues of the local newspapers digitized and online for everyone to     

access and be able to word search for information! We will keep you posted on this project! 

Once again thank you Sherman County for stepping forward and showing your grit and what keeps us 

strong.  Well done SC.  This is a quote dated October 13, 1904, on page 7 of THE PACIFIC HOMESTEAD, 

Salem, Oregon, and though 114 years old these words about Sherman County and the quality of this      

community and all of the men [and women] that call SC home can be applied across this entire county:  
 

                        “...It has been stated, Sherman County is one of the finest sections of coun-

try in Eastern Oregon.  It is not always the soil conditions that make the 

country, but rather the men---men that understand farming thoroughly, 

and men who get the most out of Mother Earth by hard work and careful 

management. Such men as these are a credit to any country, and worthy of 

the praise of all men.” 
 

[J.W. Messinger] 

C.A. Buckley, @ Grass Valley  

Thank you Sherman County 
We want to thank all the Emergency Services, Volunteers, Farmers, Ranchers,  

& everyone that traveled here to fight fire and keep our community safe! 
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Donors/In-Kind Gifts: 
Nancy Allen 
Doris Alley 
Laurie Angel 
Anonymous 
Jim Antonini 
Ed & Jody Balsiger 
Charlotte Barnett 
Edward Barnum 
Norma Barzee 
Jim & Jerrine Belshe 
Dorothy Benson 
Fred & Pat Benson 
David Bergmann & Lisa D'Arcy 
Teresa Bibby 
Scott & Darlene Billing 
Pat & Debbie Bird 
Steve & Linda Bird 
Doug & Barbara Bish 
Orville & Shirley Blaylock/
B&B Operations 
Ed & Sharon Bloom 
Mollie Brantley, Katie 
McCredie Weber & Barbara 
McCredie Wymetalek 
Reine Thomas 
Larry Brink 
Gary & Susan Brown 
Jim & Joyce Brown 
David & Eileen Bruce 
Patricia Burnet 
Blair Campbell 
Charles & Sharon Carlson 
Gary & Sheri Carlson 
Dennis & Sherry Carver 
Sharon Chard 
Marilyn Clark 
Bev Clarno 
Wendell & Joyce Clodfelter 
Don & Brenda Coats 
Gloria Cockburn 
Leo & Krista Coelsch 
Joan Coles 
Dave Conlee 
Kathy Hylland Cozad 
Kathryn Crosby 
Joe & Jeanne Dabulskis 
Rick & Kathleen Danielson 
Nancy DeLong 
Carolyn DeMoss 
Vada DeMoss 
Art & Shirley Decker 
Stan & Tonya Decker 
Ken Dejmal 
Lee Douglas 
Robert & Nancy Drinkard 
Harold & Ida Duncan 
Eilene Eslinger 

Rita Fattaruso 
John & Nancy Fields 
Mark Fields 
Tracy & Patricia Fields 
Ralph & Susan Fisher 
Doris Fowler 
George & Marlene Fox 
Anne Franklin 
Steve & Janet Frazier 
Dale & Vicki Frey 
Milton Fridley 
Norman Fridley 
Shirley Fritts 
Terrence & Jessie Fuhrer 
Patricia Gabriel 
James Gaffney 
Will & Karen Gehrke 
Ted & Gretchen Goodall 
Mary Graeber 
Michael & Patricia Greenlee 
Lynn & Sandra Gurske 
Robert & Jill Hall 
Lynn & Carol Harris 
Harry Hartley 
Joseph & Frances Harvey 
Wayne & Susan Hatley 
Heidi Hattrup 
Dorothy Heater 
James Heitkemper 
Kelly & David Hering 
Claudia Hevel 
Randy Hilderbrand 
Beth Hill 
Vicki Holder 
Teresa Holgate 
Lawrence & Lois Hughes 
Dennis Jackson 
Erling & Pat Jacobsen 
Henry & Joan Jaeger 
Mary Alice Jones 
William Jones, Jr. 
Fred & Judy Justesen 
Alice Kaseberg & David 
Bowie 
Brett & Tina Kaseberg 
Cameron Kaseberg & Jon 
Dayton 
Chris & Carrie Kaseberg 
Collin & Michelle Kaseberg 
Larry & Sherry Kaseberg 
Lee & Karen Kaseberg 
Terry & Diane Kaseberg 
Phillip & Mary Kaser 
Robert & Heidi Klindworth 
Wily Knighten 
Gerald & Rosette Koch 
John & Linda Krafsic 
Meinrad & Jeanne Kuettel 

Jill Moore Lieuallen 
Bill & Carol MacKenzie 
Bo & Mary Macnab 
Harry & Christy Macnab 
Michael S. Macnab 
Pete Macnab 
Sandy Macnab 
William R. Macnab 
Bill & Doug Martin/Martin 
Brothers 
Leroy & Cathie Martin 
Robert Martin 
Tom & Connie Martin 
Kenton Mathewson 
Stan F. Mayfield 
Mike & Jeanney McArthur 
John & Ferol McClure 
Tom & Nancy McCoy 
Cal McDermid 
Bryan & Kim McKinney 
Malcolm & Jean McKinney 
Doug & Nancy Medler 
Ken & Arla Melzer 
Myrna Melzer 
Nell Melzer 
Mid Columbia Producers 
Donald Miller 
Louis & Bonnie Moeller & Family 

Ernie Moore 
Morrow County Historical 
Society/Museum 
Patrick Murtha 
Kathy Neihart 
Warren & Evelyn Norton 
Greg O'Meara 
Rob O'Meara 
William O'Meara 
Bob & Mavis Olsen 
Dale & Deanna Padget 
Wendy Parker/ 
McDermid Century Farm 
Barbara Pashek/ 
Oregon Dogwoods 
Del & Carole Peake 
Daral & Virginia Pearson 
Pat Peickert 
Forest Peters 
Gerald Phillips 
Janet Pinkerton 
Pat & Connie Powell 
Judy Probstfield 
Leta Ann Reckmann 
Richard & Brook Remington 
Toni Reynolds 
Barbara Kaseberg Riper 
Marvin Robertson 
Betty Root 
Steven & Patricia Ruettgers 

Fern & Thelma Russell 
Carole Sargent 
John Schadewitz 
LaVelle Schilling 
Joe & Sheri Sharp 
Laurence Sheron 
Richard & Nancy Simpson 
James & Andrea Siscel 
Shawn & Peggy Skiles 
Margaret Smith 
Lowell Smith 
William Smith 
Latrelle & Clarice Smoot 
Sons & Daughters of the  
Oregon Pioneers 
Mark & Sharon Spencer 
Patricia Starker 
Viola Stepper 
Richard & Evelyn Stewart 
Mac & Jan Stinchfield 
Rick & Margaret Stoltenberg 
James & Barbara Straughan 
Barbie Svenson 
Ann Teal 
Douglas Terrel 
Dewey Thomas 
John C. Thomas 
Joseph Thomas 
Kent & Melva Thomas 
Ken & Paula Thompson 
Ron & Ann Thoreson 
Wm Brian & Donna Thran 
Karen & Maurice Traughber 
William & Cathy Trimble 
Karen Thompson Umemoto 
John & Linda Urness 
Gregory Volkman 
Celia Walker 
Neil & Debra Watterson 
Rocky & Jana Webb 
Shelia Weber 
Cris Welk 
Gladys Wesley 
William White 
Priscilla Wilson 
Tom & Ruth Wilson 
Carolyn Wood 
Dean & Ardeth Woods 
Mike & Cheryl Woods 
Alison Yamauchi 
Deanna Zaniker 
Robert Ziegler 
Jennifer Zimmerlee 
Carsten & Ree Ella von Borstel 
JoAnn von Borstel 
Grants 2017-2018 
Sherman County Court 
Sherman Development League 
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2017-2018 Donations for the Sherman County Historical Society & Museum 
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Acquisition Donors 
Board of Trustees: 

Carrie Kaseberg, President 

Terrence Fuhrer 

Tina Kaseberg 

Museum Executive Director: 

Patti Fields 

Membership Coordinator: 

Gladys Wesley 

Memorials Coordinator: 

Patti Fields 

Host Coordinator: 

Carrie Kaseberg 

Genealogy Coordinator: 

Terri Earl 

Photo Collection Coordinator: 

Lowell Smith/Sheri Carlson 

Registrar: 

Nancy Fields 

Collections Management/Exhibits: 

Sharon Spencer / Sheri Carlson / Nancy Fields  

Lowell Smith / Barbara Bish / Linda Thompson 

Store Manager: 

Cris Welk 

Buildings & Grounds Coordinator:  

Dale Frey 

2018 SC:FTR Editors: 

Interim, Gladys Wesley 

2018 Security:  

Jim Payne 

Gladys Wesley 

Laurie Perisho  
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2018 

Teri Bardenhagen 

Barnstormers/Forest Peters 

Jim Belshe 

Cory Bernard 

Debbie Bird 

Donna Birtwistle 

Barbara Bish 

Kristi Brown 

Jayne Barnett 

Joan Coles 

Columbia Gorge Discovery Center 

Ked Dejmal 

Vada DeMoss 

Tracy & Patti Fields 

Fort Dalles Museum 

Jane Frees Family 

Merva Halely 

Jim Howard 

Lee Kaseberg 

John & Linda Krafsic 

Lee Langston 

Sandy Macnab 

Cal McDermid 

Judith Mercer 

Patricia Meyer 

Chris Moore Family 

Ernie Moore 

Bonnie Myers 

Roger Nichols & Julie Reynolds 

Bob & Mavis Olsen 

Pat Peickert 

Barbara Ralston 

Toni Reynolds 

Dru Barnum Samsel 

Gene Schilling 

Lisa Shafer 

Sherman School District 

Richard & Nancy Simpson 

Jim Siscel 

Bev Skinner 

Lowell Smith 

Patricia Snyder 

Mark & Sharon Spencer 

Ann Teal 

AJ Thompson 

Wasco Event Center 

Keith Wallace 

Mike Weedman 

Wish List @ the Museum 
 

• Shark Vacuum Cleaner 

• Collect & recycle used ink cartridges 

• Fire proof file box for newspaper microfilms 

• Staples Brand Store-It-All Storage Totes 

Thank you to all the schools, teachers and students that visited 

the Sherman County Historical Museum in 2018!  It was such 

a treat to have our local schools here at the museum but we 

also enjoyed hosting students from around the Mid-Columbia 

and Gresham area too.  The SCHM is always excited to share 

our Sherman County history with students of all ages and look 

forward to seeing everyone again in 2019!  
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Our mission is to gather, preserve, research, interpret,  
exhibit & publish materials related to  

the history of  Sherman County. 

P.O. Box 173 
Moro, Oregon 97039 

www.shermanmuseum.org 
info@shermanmuseum.org 

 

 

It is time to renew your Sherman County Historical Society Membership for 2019!  Now you can even sign 

up online at our new webpage www.shermanmuseum.org/membership An annual membership is $30 per 

household for the 2019 calendar year.  Membership benefits include free admission to the Museum, 10% 

discount in the Museum Store, newsletter, The Plow, and our historical anthology, Sherman County: For 

The Record.  Memberships are a great gift and every membership counts!.  We appreciate your support of 

the Sherman County Historical Society.  Our mission is to gather, preserve, research, interpret, exhibit and 

publish materials related to the history of Sherman County.  Mailing address: Sherman County Historical 

Society, PO Box 173, Moro, OR 97039. 
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Become a Member of  

Sherman County Historical Society 

Our mission is to gather, preserve, research, interpret,  

exhibit & publish materials related to  

the history of Sherman County. 
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http://www.shermanmuseum.org/membership

